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Some Missionary Aspects ol the 
Year 1014 

The Missionary Review of the World, 
January,, 1915, publishes a noteworthy 
article by Robert E. Speer entitled "Some 
Missionary Aspects of the Year 1914." 
The most notable missionary anniversary 
of the year was the centennial of the found- 
ing of American Baptist Foreign Missions, 
celebrated in Rangoon, Burmah, in Decem- 
ber, 1913, and in Boston in May, 1914. 
The most notable advance in missionary 
co-operation has been made possible by the 
situation in Mexico. The utter chaos in 
that country which has compelled the tem- 
porary withdrawal from the field of all but 
a half-dozen of the missionaries has resulted 
also in far-reaching readjustments. 

Representatives of mission boards at work 
in Mexico met last summer in Cincinnati 
and "approved the most thorough-going 
scheme of occupation and co-operation 
which has ever been outlined for any 
missionary field, contemplating united work 
in publication, education, home publicity, 
and field conference, and a plan of terri- 
torial assignment of responsibility aiming 
at adequate provisions for every part of the 
field." The great problems of race rela- 
tionship, "which the world has never been 
able to solve and for which it will not accept 
the Christian solutions," have emerged in 
the discussions in Congress over the question 
of the Philippines and of Asiatic immigra- 
tion, the care of the Hindu laborers in 
South Africa, of the Sikh immigrants who 
were not permitted to land at Victoria, 
B.C., and the anti-alien land legislation in 
California. The Federal Council of the 
Churches has established a Commission 
on Eastern Race Relationship which is 
giving close study to the question. In 
China "the threatened establishment of 



Confucianism as the State religion has 
ended for the present in the provision of 
certain ceremonial observances in Peking 
and a certain official emphasis on Con- 
fucianism which has not hindered the spread 
or the influence of Christianity and which 
has not succeeded in putting any real vital- 
ity into the old ancestral system of China. 
The missionary opportunity remains un- 
diminished." 

The results of the India census of 191 1 
have appeared during the past year. They 
show a growth of Christianity in India 
"far in excess of the boldest missionary 
hopes." The total number of Christians 
in India is reckoned at 3,876,203 or 12 
per mill of the population, an increase in 
ten years of 32.6 per cent. The propor- 
tional increase is by far the greatest in the 
Panjab, where there are now three times as 
many Christians as in 1901. The old 
unity in the Mohammedan world is gone. 
"Perhaps it never existed politically to the 
extent that has been usually represented, 
just as it is sure that it never existed 
theologically." The call to a Holy War, 
and the union of Islam against Christen- 
dom which has issued from Turkey has 
fallen upon unheeding ears, and with reason. 
The only Moslem people who enjoy peace, 
justice, and prosperity are those who have 
lived under nominally Christian govern- 
ments. No consequence of the world-war 
has been more deplorable than the rupture 
of international fellowship in missions. 
"The unification of the Protestant mission- 
ary forces of the world has been halted, and 
greater difficulty has been developed in the 
Roman Catholic church whose bishops 
are arrayed across the gulf of racial hatred 
and war." But on the other hand, "what- 
ever ties still hold across the chasm are 
the Christian ties." Christian ministrations 
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have been frequently offered without re- 
spect to name or nation, and the National 
Missionary Council of India has faced the 
dreadful situation by issuing an appeal for 
a ''Continental Mission Relief Fund." 

The McAll Mission in France 

The Christian Work and Evangelist, of 
New York, in the issue of December 26, 
calls timely attention to the work of the 
McAll Mission in France, which is an admi- 
rable agency through which relief work may 
be carried on in the devastated areas of 
Northern France. In forty-two years this 
mission has grown from a single shop hall 
in Paris into a great social and evangelical 
organization extending its operations all 
over France. It was the McAll Mission 
which introduced the Boy Scout and the 
Girl Scout movements into France. For 
sixteen years it has operated a mission 
boat on the Marne, Oise, and Aisne rivers. 

At the present time many of the officers 
and workers are serving in the French army, 
but the mission is carrying on a work of 
relief which is especially valuable at this 
time. Their great settlement house in Lille, 
the Foyer du Peuple, presented by Ameri- 
cans at the fortieth anniversary of the 
founding of the mission, and many of their 
larger halls in Northern France have been 
transformed into workrooms for destitute 
women and girls. 

The organization makes a special appeal 
to its American friends at this time, not 
only because America is almost its only 
resource, but because of its special oppor- 
tunity just now to render practical service 
to the homeless and destitute in the war 
zone. 

Chinese Women Students in America 

The World-wide Missionary News for 
January notes with interest the coming to 
the United States of ten Chinese girls, 
the first women to be sent to this country 
on the Chinese Indemnity Fund. 



They are all Christians, daughters of 
Christian Chinese Ministers, and were 
chosen by competitive examinations held 
in Peking. 

The National Board of the Young 
Women's Christian Association will have 
a friendly oversight over these girls during 
their sojourn in this country, finding them 
friends among whom they may feel at home, 
and assisting them in the selection of the 
schools they will attend. 

Protestant Missions in Cuba 

In the Catholic World for November, 
1914, Father R. A. Maher, writing on "Pro- 
testantism in Cuba," asserted that Protes- 
tant propaganda in that island had met with 
a complete failure; fifteen years ago, says 
Father Maher, there were no Cuban 
Protestants. There are none now. The 
four leading Protestant organizations at 
work in Cuba are: the Protestant Episco- 
pal, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist. 
Father Maher declares that the figures 
of the expenses of these organizations are 
not available directly but that he knows 
that the Episcopalians have spent a hundred 
thousand dollars a year in Cuba for salaries 
and current expenses. Altogether Protes- 
tants would spend about $400,000 a year for 
the "conversion" of Cuba and that, accord- 
ing to Father Maher, to no avail. The 
Spirit of Missions for December, 1914, 
takes up Father Maher's statement and 
shows how misleading they are. From 1904 
to 1914, the Episcopal mission shows an 
increase from 6 to 50 congregations, from 
75 to 1,300 Sunday-school pupils, from 200 
to 1,800 communicants. The contributions 
toward self-support have gone up from 
$1,000 to $28,000. The yearly appropria- 
tion from the missionary society is $30,000 
to which must be added about $5,000 in 
special gifts. The Methodist Episcopal 
Church South spends $45,000 annually. 
In fifteen years the membership has grown 
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from 204 to 3,686; organized churches 
from 6 to 49; Sunday-school pupils from 
286 to 2,364. We have no figures for the 
other missions but doubtless they would 
prove how the statements of Father Maher 
are inaccurate. We often see in Roman 
Catholic publications statements to the 
effect that the Protestant propaganda does 
not succeed in converting Roman Catholics 
in Latin countries. First, we must bear in 
mind that the Latin races have practically 
rejected the Roman church, and we also 
know that there are splendid types of con- 
verts from infidelity and Romanism in 
Spain, France, Ireland, and South America. 
To those who know the facts, the boldness 
of the manner in which some Roman 



Catholics write history seems at least 
remarkable. 

A Royal Tribute to American 
Missions 

The emperor of Japan has made a per- 
sonal gift of 50,000 yen ($25,000) toward 
the equipment of St. Luke's International 
Hospital. In addition to this royal gift, 
the Japanese National Council of St. Luke's 
International Hospital, the chairman of 
which is Count Okuma, Japan's premier, 
have subscribed 100,000 yen ($50,000). 
This tribute to the value of medical mis- 
sionary work will at least prove that the 
attitude of the Japanese toward the United 
States is not what the yellow press claims. 
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The Churches and the Unemployed 

One of the most serious problems that 
those interested in social welfare will have 
to face this winter is that of the unemployed. 
The churches of New York are making an 
earnest effort to grapple with the situation 
in that city. The federated churches have 
appointed a strong committee of fifty from 
the Protestants, Catholics, and Hebrews. 
It will be known as the Interchurch Unem- 
ployment Committee and will co-operate 
with business, labor, and charitable organi- 
zations. By means of special committees 
it will endeavor to prevent duplication in 
dealing with the problem of the unem- 
ployed. The committees will co-operate 
with the government authorities with regard 
to public employment agencies in state 
and city. It is their purpose to treat the 
unemployment problem as a problem of 
applied religion. This experiment will be 
watched with interest by church federations 
of other cities. 



Ministerial Education for Negroes 

President George Rice Hovey, D.D., 
of the Virginia Union University, Richmond, 
Va., in the January number of Missions, 
makes a plea for an educated ministry for 
the negro. He emphasizes the fact, now 
proved, that the negro has capacity for 
higher education. The negroes need an 
educated ministry for the same reason 
that white men need it, but the need 
is intensified by the ignorance of true 
Christianity that exists even among 
this ministry. Their churches are not 
attracting the better educated of their 
own race and there is grave danger 
of the more enlightened becoming material- 
istic. 

Dr. Hovey looks for the solution of many 
of the perplexing problems of the negro 
race through the leadership of an educated 
ministry, which would have greater oppor- 
tunity than almost any other agency to 
influence them. 



